PROCLAMATION 7183—APR. 14, 1999 113 STAT. 2069

cialist Steven Gonzales of the United States Army as they endure un-
just captivity in Yugoslavia and as we work for their safety and swift
release.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM ]. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 9,
1999, as National Former Prisoner of War Recognition Day. I call upon
all Americans to join me in remembering former American prisoners
of war who suffered the hardships of enemy captivity. I also call upon
Federal, State, and local government officials and private organizations
to observe this day with appropriate ceremonies and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this ninth day
of April, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-nine,
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hun-
dred and twenty-third.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Proclamation 7183 of April 14, 1999
Jewish Heritage Week, 1999

By the President of the United States of America

A Proclamation

Nearly 350 years have passed since the first Jewish settlers arrived in
America. The sons and daughters of a proud and ancient heritage, they
brought to this new land gifts that have enriched our national life tre-
mendously: a deep faith in God, a strong sense of morality, a devotion
to family and community, a thirst for freedom, a reverence for justice,
and a long tradition of philanthropy.

Millions of Jews have shared the American immigrant experience.
Many came here fleeing pov and tion, yearning for religious
or political freedom, seeking a er ﬂfe for themselves and their i-
lies. Investing their dreams, ambitions, labor, and love in our country,
Jewish immigrants overcame great obstacles to rise as far as their tal-
ents and effort could take them. Today their descendants continue to
make extraordinary contributions to the cultural, economic, religious,
and intellectual life of our Nation. In education, the arts, politics, the
law, science, entertainment, technology, philanthropy, industry, and
every other field of endeavor, Jewish men and women have excelled
in their pursuits and strengthened America with their character and ac-
complishments.

As we look forward to a new century and a new millennium, let us
give thanks for all that the Jewish community in America has done to
keep our Nation free, strong, and prosperous. Let us celebrate the free-
dom of religion guaranteed by our founders in the Bill of Rights, which
has done so much to attract men and women of conscience to this
land. Let us recognize that our country’s great diversity of races, reli-
gions, ethnicities, and cultures will prove to be among our greatest
strengths in the global community of tomorrow. And let us reaffirm our
sacred obligation to build a future based upon a spirit of tolerance, re-
spect, and understanding,
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NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM ]. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 18
through April 25, 1999, as Jewish Heritage Week. I urge all Americans
to observe this week with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and ac-
tivities.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourteenth
day of April, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
nine, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two
hundred and twenty-third.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Proclamation 7184 of April 15, 1999
National Park Week, 1999

By the President of the United States of America

A Proclamation

America's national parks are truly America’s national treasures. Within
their borders lie much of what is most precious to us: the breathtaking
beauty of mountains, rivers, forests, and valleys; the extraordinary rich-
ness and variety of plants and animals; the places and artifacts of the
special people and events that have shaped both our history and our
destiny.

This week we remember with gratitude one of those special people
who played a pivotal role in the creation of our country’s National
Park System. Conservationist John Muir emigrated to the United States
as a child 150 years ago this year. As a young man, he experienced
for the first time the high country of California’s Sierra Nevada and Yo-
semite, and for the rest of his life he championed America’s wild
places. “Everybody needs beauty as well as bread,” he wrote, “‘places
to play in and pray in, where nature may heal and cheer and give
strength to body and soul alike.” He became the driving force behind
the creation of such national parks as Yosemite, Sequoia, Mount
Rainier, Petrified Forest, and Grand Canyon, and was an early advocate
of an agency to manage them in a consistent manner. Although he died
two years before the establishment of the National Park Service in
1916, many still regard John Muir as the “Father of our National Park
System.”

Visitors to our Nation's wondrous national treasures can still experi-
ence the scenic grandeur that so inspired John Muir. In Washington
State’s Mount Rainier National Park, glaciers radiate from the summit
and slopes of an ancient volcano, rising above dense green forests and
brilliantly flowered meadows. This year, we celebrate the centennial
anniversary of this cherished national park, preserved because of the
vision and efforts of a coalition of mountaineers, geologists, and con-
servationists, including John Muir.

Today, the National Park System has grown to 378 sites visited by
more than 285 million people each year. Each of these sites is inter-
woven with America's richly diverse natural and cultural heritage to
make up the pattern of our past, the fabric of our present, and the
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